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99 JuL 1947

POR K3, WILLIAM T

Subjests ‘erehset Ships Matisbles

1. Relerense iz made b0 your letter duted Jume 3, 1547
in whizh you bring o the sStestien of the Central Intelligence
droup She preblen of mintataing certain minteun statistise on
merohant shios threwghout the world,

' 2. i iaforewl prelizinery sarvey has been condusted
with the view of deteminiang She present extent of the astivities
by the warious fedesel sgetulies sonserned with merchent shlp
statistlise ia ordor o reach a declsion on the degree of responsi-~
bility held in the catter by the dentral Intellizexws Sroup,

8s Your lettear with ite enslosed sopy of & letter from
the Chalrams, Joint Merchant Thips Htatisties Meard, indieates
that the statistics desired on the merchant fleed inolude those
on i, 5, voussls as mell aw o wesssls of foreigp pations, A
fundosental conditisn upon which further dlsoussionz sunt ‘e
predicated iz that the Central Inisllizence Jroup csnot underw
taics a task somosrmed with stabdistiss an ¥, 5, asrdiant vessels,
An operation of this nature is elearly disassociate! froc the
interests of {ederal intslliigeuss agenvies, s therelors outaide
the mission of the Cantrel Intellliszsces Jroup,

4s On e othwr hand, it is the responsibility of the
Sentrel Intelligense Troup %o ascsrtain the requireeests eof ‘
foderal agensies foar ststistical date o forwign awrohant vessels,
%o soordinnte the esolleoction of thw daka and %o dleseminate to
those spwnslies requiring thew in sonneetion with thelr responsi-
bilitias Lor the netdonal ssourity. It in stisipeated it this
responsibility will bs met by the preduction of the Rational
Intellijenes Jurveys, provided fer in TAP W, 1 recently apnrowed
by the Intellizenwe Advisory Moard for Shw wsordination of
intsllitizeass produstion, im oomjunatien with surrent & rectives
goordinating e osllectien of intellizence and with setabdl ished
Al sseminaiion procedures,
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B, The Centeal Intelligenss Oroup has alrendy undertaken
tn the interests of the Joink Nervhant Shipa Statisties Soard,
whoae mentership insludes represerdatives froa the Yar and Sewy

» the ssordiaetion of the cslleotion and 4tsseninatisn
whmwam In mursusaes of 166 respouaddility s
25X1A smmeinted {n parwzraph 4 shovs, thief of
the Ssguirsments Sranch of the Offiss of Collection and Musenie
askion, Sewtwal Indbeliizense Zroug, 19 nemineved % discuss Yw
mbtar with Nr, Salter A, Jadiws, a8 suggented in your lotter,
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REAR ADw !RAL, USN
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